
Dear M. L. and Coretta: 7 Dec 
’953 Planned to write long ago but kept putting it off. Trust you both are well, 

happy and getting along nicely, which leaves us the same. We are just begin- 
ning to have some winter weather here, the month of November was exceed- 
ingly nice. 

Am sure Brother enjoyed his trip to Boston, saw by the Atlanta World 
where he was back in his pulpit last Sunday. 

I am sure you two are planning to go home for Christmas-would like to 
know if you are all engaged for the first Sunday in Tan. ((3, ig54)}-if not, 
would like to have you for our guest speaker, morning and evening,-noth- 
ing so eventful on that day-other than the climax of a rally for beautifying 
the interior of the church. Would be happy to have you with us on that day if 
possible. And if you are on your way from the South, bring the wife along 
too-happy to have you both. 

Love, 
[signed] Aunt Ven & Uncle Joel 
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Let us hear from you as to your plans. 

married in their home and licensed to preach by King, Sr. Joel King graduated from Morehouse 
College and Gammon Theological Seminary in Atlanta. He pastored sixteen churches in Georgia, 
South Carolina, and Michigan before becoming pastor of Mount Hermon Baptist Church in 
Mansfield, Ohio, in 1961. 

From George W. Davis 

7 December 1953 
Chester, Pa. 

Dear Martin:- 

I was delighted to have your letter last week, mentioning the review of 
DeWolf’s book and telling me at some length about your work. I am very 
grateful for your kind words and your confidence in the work I am trying to 
do here. Sometimes one wonders whether one’s efforts are appreciated and 
whether they bear fruit. So your letter has heartened me considerably. 
You have chosen an excellent dissertation topic. It presents striking con- 

trasts in method and content and I think you can do a good piece of work 
with it. May I call your attention to an article in Theology Today for July, 
1953, which it will profit you to read it you have not done so already. It is an 
article by Robert C. Johnson entitled “The Jesus of History and the Christian 225 
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8 Dec Faith.” The reflections on the approach and conclusions of Tillich seem to me 

Our life here goes on about as usual. Perhaps the student body is slightly 
larger than when you were here. We can find sixty odd B.D. Students with a 
springling of ten or so specials of one kind or  another. There is a good spirit 
among the students. We are hopeful of the future. 

I trust that you will have a pleasant Christmas season. Give my regards to 
your father when you see him or write to him. Best wishes for a distinguished 
conclusion to your dissertation plans. 

Ever sincerely, 
[signed] George W. Davis 
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1953 to be very important.’ 

1 .  King did not cite this article in his dissertation. 

From Bernard M. Loomer 

8 December 1953 
Chicago, Ill. 

Loomer, dean of the University of Chicago Divinity School, wrote this letter in 
response to King’s request for information on King’s proposed dissertation topic. 

Mr. Martin L. King, Jr. 
395 Northampton Street 
Apt. #5 
Boston Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. King: 

I am replying to your December 1 letter. I do not know of any dissertation 
that has been written, or  that is in process of being written in the area of your 
proposed thesis topic. Your topic sounds very interesting, and you should 
have a lot of fun with it. 

Sincerely yours, 
[signed] 
Bernard M. Loomer 
BML:DBL 
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